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Letter to Hix Excellency Mr. Anthany Blinken

Seireiary of Stale of the Umited States of Amencs,

Uin the ovcasron of his visit io the DR Congo

His Txeellency Mr Segretary of L2 ate.

i We, members of the (ongolese (il souiety, would fke to thank you very much
for your vt 0 our country, the Democratic Republic of the Congo [DRC), and
mostiy Ry your commatiment 10 enagages with iy ol 1 socety 1o discuss {}ﬂg’zz}mg
HpGriant questang 21 staws regardmg the ;v}r*nwmm ) ciectians in 2023

Hi Excellenoy Mr Secretary of Siate:

I As agenersiconcern, we are much worned mh{}he = m&m _/}mm%zk western
LOUBiTes 10 DoRifter the » epansion of Bysiig ar | ¥y (L ] ﬂgt’:r?'
wfluence would sacrifice our ng*:‘ as peapie of the [ y iﬁ?ﬁhﬁl‘f aﬂd;‘ éhlm;

f support of the westers countries to the rﬂgﬂ o* *wdsf
syt three decades during the cold war ﬁ?ﬁb hured Bl At
enough ind:canon that the trend might he st ptly. g,w;f

Today, there are

i

indeed, from 2016 to 2015, the people of the DRU had strongly appreciated n
large numier the support of the mterngtional community to his fight agamst the
Xabtiz regime to get the vrganization of the presddentia andg legnlative piections
that had been postponed ‘or two years Even though many credibiie reports have
attested that the publshed reselt that saw M1 Felix Ychisekedi plected prasigent
wan the puicome of 4 deel between the atter and Sabda, while the res! winner
was WM WMot Favaly, the acceptance of this fraudutent resull was Buil on the

.
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hope that Mr Tshiseken: being 3 democracy fighter for ong time, he would
sdvance democrate and EOvErnance reforms,

water in 2009 and 2020 1he peapie of the DRC had apain strangly aporeciatesd in
lsrge number the suppor of the ntermational community, and mainky of the
Eoveramen: of the United States of Amernca, o the proclumed Presideny
Tshiseked: yver his predecessor Kabits that ended up by him controfing full
PRELUTVE power and the Majority in hoth congress and senate. We, the peopie of
Conge, wers happy that Foesident Tshiiwkedi had i capabditees 1o implement
refarms tha: remforce Boud goverangnes ang democracy, which are precondiion
to the succeis of socio-eronnmic programs and the imarovement of pveryday ifs

Moreover, swen the Strong support that President Yshiseked: has benefited from
The  interssiional communty membert v order ‘e take power over hi
pradecesso: Kabile, they must have ganed in return strong influence on his
fegime. Herce, the Congulese people was rightly fxpecting the international
cEMmunly ¢ use 3 to trgger good governance and advance in democratic
reforms from the Tshisakes: regime.

However net mych time hag passed befure President Tshiseked: egime started
FePIOOuCing the same bad governance practices and violation of demaocratic
Bragiphes f?w prevaded ander ¥ahila regeme. Lovking back at 2021 and 2022, the
Studtion 15 sven worse wah respect to the t'xmﬁhcmmg of the pariament
turthering democracy and controlling the executive branch, the fauness of the
ONEeInE elecioral process, the political and ool righty of cituens, the mpunity
regarding coruption and embezziement actors, the nepotsm and tebalsm in
ACBSING Dubiic duties

Facrs attesting the worsening of the situation with respert to all these aipects
under the Presigent Yshiseked: fegime abound, and there & no way the members
ot the international tommunity can tlaim RAOOIAE therm instead therp has Deen
total silence from the latter regarding such developments in Presudent Yshnekedi«
governance Stany tumes, some ambassadors had tendency 1o inflate praises of
good governance [such 35 on the matter of Hghting corruption), in total
tentradiction with ongoing rsalities as well a5 the clams from the Congoleys
bopulation. Suocessive high canked vaitor: in Kishass from western togntnes
LT 3y well o regime tredibility renforcement abroag, while there is growing
ost of legitimacy within the ¢ suntey,

Such attitude of the members of the international comme nity of being complacent
with some slied regimes i rhe Seveloping countries fegarding the way they
gavern their people is what nade dictatorship 1o develogp and a5t during the cold
war. .

a
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We members of the Congolese cwvil socety, would ke to draw your attenton and
that of maw weslern povernments (9 oo seproduce the same mistakes in present
days i the srocess of Countenng Ching and Russa influence expansion.

His Excellency Mr ecretary of Stats,

4 Uoming 1o ways of improving the €r§dib§:€y and the piitcomes of the 2073 general
elecions, 1 o mportant for the anternational Community membery, and
particularly the government of the United States of Amerca, 1o acknowledge that
tmany stép: have already been passed by the regime of President Tshiseked: in
order 10 compromise the integrity of the elechion process, and guaraniee has
regime the possibidy of wanpulating the Suttomes Four of these steps worth
reminding

& Cheages of judge: of the Constiutionst Courts made by the President
twios since hs aroval o power o violation of laws guarantes hun total
con il of the couis

The CENSs (National and independent Election Commission] board of

ﬁiﬁ sron gndt ascembly are made of peogle whose designation was

stroaghly dutated by the President crgle, and key Tunctions are assemed by
pecale frome the tohe of the Presdent. -

¢ The electoral law has been revised and passed lately by the President
marty i the padiament through non-democrate process antd after
rejecting 3 propositions from the opposition, but also from some
mesibers of his maority, that were likely 1o improve the election openaess
and confidenie.

o The introduction iz the electoral law of the possibility ot electroni vole,
whooh degsion the tme coming s tolally on the dugretion of the CENL i
chien, the slectronic vote will make 1 irmspossible to Irack the results from
vot g ofhices and centers which will no longer have capabilities to compile
loga! votes. in 2018 plection, the use of voting machines {semi-electronic
vois) gave possibiity 1o local voning offices and centers 10 post transceipts
of the results oo thew wally deectly after woling compdation. This had
alic wed the delegates of the Cathole church 10 aggregate the results for
the presidential election, which had been crucial in detecting how far the
reslt published fy the CENI dudn't reflect the reaiity, even before the
unpublshed real result detained by the CENE way leaked

e 4

5 Hence, takng into account these passed steps as weil a5 the aggresswve and non.
consensus antitude of President Tshiseked: regime regarding the forthcoming
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_at

elections, “he interngtional community members should reactivate the same
strategies 1ney implemented from 2016 to 2018 aganst the Kabila regime. in this
perspective the fTollowmg meaiures would be relevant:

)

Erom now on, pot the elechinn process w the DRY dnder strong
suevaiiiance :

ider ity key people within the Precident Tshiseked: office, the government,
the sarhament, the CENT and the securily services who are COMPromsng
fair slection proce: < as well a5 political and ol rights of ctizen

Defuie comprehenive sanctions ta apply to the key people listed, and
appiy them whenever required

Strovgly support the demands from the opposition and the civil 00ty
that sum to foster zreat opeaness, confidence credibinty and trackahstiny
threughout the election progess

Provide adeguate fmancial and rechnical support to the CENT

Provde adequate Yisancial and rechnical suppont 1o the ovil society as
watchdog of the election piocess and trackabiiny of the results.

H A
Hix Pecollency My “eorstary of Sate:

£

We, members of the (ongolese cvdl society, have spoken on behalt of the peopie
of the DR raid hostage by b political elte motivateg merely by the conservation
of power for personal enrichment, and we pxpect that the information provided
in this lette: will help redefining the policy and attitude of the government of the
Wnued States of Amerca ie particular, and of ather members of the international
remmunily 0 general foward the actual goverament of the Democratic Republic
of Longo
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